a RAS The Regional Approach
to Stockpile Reduction

RACVIAC, April 16, 2015

RE: Invitation to the 8t Workshop of the South East Europe Regional Approach to Stockpile
Reduction (RASR) Initiative

Dear Sir/Madame,

It is our pleasute to invite you to attend the 8th RASR Workshop, which will be held from 20 to
22 May 2015 in Hotel Medena, Split, Republic of Croatia.

The Regional Approach to Stockpile Reduction (RASR) initiative is a long-term, coordinated,
regional approach to address the threats posed by excess, unstable, loosely secured or otherwise at-
risk stockpiles of conventional weapons and munitions in South East Europe. RASR's ultimate goal
is to contribute to regional security by working to prevent disastrous explosions and destabilizing
diversions of stockpiled conventional weapons and ammunition.

The 8th RASR workshop will focus on discussions related to issues concerning weapons and
ammunition stockpiles in RASR countries with the central topic: “Review of progress made and
petsisting PSSM challenges”. The Steering Committee Members have agreed to pursue three
short presentations: (i) International Ammunition Technical Guidelines - IATG (to be presented by
UNODA); (i) a case study on a joint Albania/Montenegro ammo transport/demilitarization pilot
project; (iif) a presentation by Moldova as “Observer” regarding its PSSM and demilitarization
efforts. In addition, there will be an opportunity for each nation to update the group on progress
made.

Nominated government teptesentatives will give a brief presentation (15 minutes maximum)
focusing on their country’s teview of progress made and persisting PSSM challenges, in
accordance with the following presentation outline:

1. Introduction: Status and figutes concerning the remaining surplus weapons and
ammunition stockpiles (5 minutes maximum).
2. Main body of the presentation will touch upon one (or several) of the following issues:
*  DPSSM progress and challenges;
*  Domestic experience, capacities and gaps; foreign-supported projects
*  Evaluation of "cross bordet" approaches; and/or
* Issues in terms of advancing within the existing regional and international initiatives

The workshop presentations and discussions will be in English. Simultaneous translation will be
provided to BCMS.
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Please note that accommodation costs for a maximum of two government representatives from each
RASR-participating country will be provided by the U.S. Department of State/State’s office of
Weapons Removal and Abatement via I'TF Enhancing Human Security. Other participants are
responsible for their own travel and accommodation expenses. The detailed agenda of the meeting
and logistical information will be shared with you at a later stage on the RASR website.

Registration documents are available at the following address:
http:// www.rastinitiative.org/workshop-7th.php

The workshop will include a field visit to Trbounje facility on 22 May. In order to be able to finalise
all the logistical aspects of your patticipation to the workshop, we would kindly request that you
send your registration forms as well as your Leahy Vetting forms by 22 April 2015 at the
latest, to the following email address:

Jelena.Stajic@itf-fund.si

We look forward to receiving confirmation of your participation in this workshop and hope to see

you in Split.

Sincerely,

Ambassador Branimir Mandi¢
Chair, RASR Initiative Steering Committee (2014-2015)
Director

RACVIAC- Center for Security Cooperation
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